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Local Jobs and Skills Taskforce Meeting Summary 

Barwon Region 

Thursday 9 June 2022 
 

Attendees 
Tracey Jeffery, Barwon Region Employment Facilitator (Chair) 

Carley Brennan, Barwon Region Employment Facilitator (Co-Chair) 

Brendan Sanders, Business Manager, Tourism Greater Geelong & The Bellarine 

Ricky Kildea, Director, Wan-Yaari Aboriginal Consultancy Services 

Meg Price, GROW Lead, Give Where You Live Foundation 

Alex Traynor, Senior Jobs Victoria Coordinator, Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions (DJPR) 

Jennifer Cromarty, CEO, Committee for Geelong (CfG) 

Wayne Elliott, CEO, Geelong Region Local Learning and Employment Network (GRLLEN) 

Christine Bernardo, Employment Services Manager, Gforce 

Adam Fratantaro, Support Officer, Local Jobs Program 

Talking Points  

• The Workforce Australia Information Session on Monday 27 June will give industry an opportunity to hear from 

the new employment service providers in the region. Marketing email to be sent to Taskforce this week. 

• A listing of the Workforce Australia Providers in the region from July 2022 was provided. 

• Victorian Skills Authority was discussed, and the relationship with the Local Jobs Program. 

• Barwon Water’s Aboriginal Employment and Retention Strategy recognised with national award was celebrated 

and Wan-Yaari Aboriginal Consultancy Services recognised for contributing to this strategy. 

• A draft of the Barwon Region Local Jobs Plan strategies was presented to the Taskforce for feedback and 

discussion. Once further feedback is received, another draft will be developed and circulated to the Taskforce, 

before finalising the strategies by the end of July. 

Current Activities and Programs 

• A Trello Board has been developed highlighting many employment and training opportunities which Barwon 

Region Local Jobs Program are involved in. The purpose of the Trello Board is to have a ‘one-stop shop’ for 

Employment Service Providers to easily see and communicate opportunities to jobseekers. 

• The first round of Local Recovery Fund activities are being finalised. 

• Supported The Gordon’s Aged Care Sector Think Tank on Thu 2 June. Following up with attending employers 

and training providers to develop and implement activities to support training/employment pathways into the 

industry. 

• Continuing to meet with a number of employers in the region to understand workforce requirements. 

 

What’s Coming Up  

• Mon 27 Jun - Workforce Australia Information Session  

• Thu 21 Jul – Local Jobs and Skills Taskforce Meeting 

Attachments 

• DESE Providers and Programs from July 2022 

• Labour market dashboard – Barwon Region - 26 May 2022 

• Recruitment trends and employers' needs – Barwon Region April 2022 

• Industry Profile – Barwon - 20 April 2022 

For more information  

Contact Tracey Jeffery at employmentfacilitator@barwonregionlocaljobs.org.au or 0439 073 310 
Barwon - Department of Education, Skills and Employment, Australian Government (dese.gov.au) 

https://www.barwonwater.vic.gov.au/about-us/news-and-events/news/barwon-waters-aboriginal-employment-and-retention-strategy-recognised-with-national-award
mailto:employmentfacilitator@barwonregionlocaljobs.org.au
https://www.dese.gov.au/local-jobs-program/employment-facilitators/barwon

